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114 it not been F bo of admiration and 
Friendſhip, the * eee lever have; ſeen the 
2 letter. A violem | 


eration of Mr. Hos 
Performance gave it life; and the defr of a friend acca- 
1 its birth. | 

wa We writer, it is hoped, will not be ſu uſpetted of flatth- 
EY than which. nothing” is farther from his intention. He 
an endeavours to give Mr. — in kind and — 
"the praiſe be deferves. | 
As for method, it may eafily be di li penſed with in a * 
ior epiſtle. The writer ſet down his thoughts as they 
of ſpontaneouſly in the peruſal of the ſurvey. 
In fine; Coryger publiſhes this ſeribble for © the uſe chief- 
5 and the zmufement of the neighbouring _ 


| PRONE time ago your book, entitled, An 


Ax AK 80 promiſing 4 title made me gager to- peruſe ume 


The Reverend Mr. H AL 1. Wu 1 


$3.5 HS! 1 N15 


8 7 R. N ; 4 * 4 ER N N 
5 . n 


8 5 Survey of the Controverſy about the — 
Fi Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths, came to my Rand. 


contents. I read it, and aſſure you, Sir, the martial b 


neſs of your ſtyle made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on my fancy, 
that] ſeemed to ſee Goliah waving his bulky ſpear, and with a 


tremendous roar, defying the whole trembling Iſraelitiſh army. 
A conſiderable time I have waited to fee ſome intrepid de- 
ro, ſome David take the ſield and accept your challenge; but 
as yet I have waited in vain, no champion VO any: Rill | 
you continue in ſolitary triumph. 

You open the ſcene with a furious inveftive again: cove 4 
nanters. 


Deſtitute of chacity in the ſenſe in which it is abe 0 ta · „ 


a in this enlightened age, they will not believe you and 


Jour brethren, declaring in the plaineſt terms, that covenant?- 


ing is not proper at the preſent time, when th: church is in 


uch a divided Aate, and there is ſuch a variety of very ſaſe 


ways to beaven: it is by no means proper, or . * 
4 


5 A TIT 


turns of 1 


| confidering-the v 


cy or intereſtSeo take another in which with equal ſucceſs, 
he may run the Chriſtian races and as ſoon obtain the gore» 
ous Prize. 

time, you ſay, perhaps too rafhly, in ch the membere 


Neaafaſtneſs, is a proper ſeaſon for covenanting. Should ſome 
| impertinent be bold enough to aſk, if the preſent be not ſuch 


will have the advantage which, according to a cettain logical 


N obliged to add a reaſon. | | 
' You proceed to prove, in your irreſiſtible way, that when 


| always to be made and talen, and no regard paid to the old 
ohe Yet common ſenſe would lead ſome people (but. to be 
furs,” a man of your genius will ſcorn to take notice of ſuth 


$ 


it. ig very proper at times to i Flat TI: . 
| engagerients, 9: 


4 litfle-fatther. © If you had, it would have furniſhed you 
with a more cogent argument againſt the practice of 'covenant: 
ing at the preſent time, than all the various ones that your 


175 have ewn that renewing a covenant is at no time a duty; 


with what it had entered into "before; it only renews its for- 


ward God, to all that juſtice and charity toward man, which 


I er ror eee 
* 2 1 rn p 


* _ 


5 —.— himſelf, — 2 copenant, to — of rhefe KL Shen. 


ſoon he may have occaſion, from n of convenien- 


i of ie church are in grett danger of falling em their oο̃ 


9 


a time, you may anſwer him by a ſimple negation; and you 


rule, attends this way of replying to a Ba of * being 


che above · mentioned duty is gone about, a neu covenant ought = 


| fporfitial 2 58 as are led by ſo vulgar a: thing) to think tharz | 
as tho engagements entered into by any ſociety in one period . 
ha ogg upon it in every future period of: its exiſtence; ſa 


What a great pity 4 is it you have net pere "Y thought 


party have advanced againſt it, collected in one. For, as you. 
as hen a ſociety enters into a covenant materially the ſame 


mer engagement, it does not make a new covenant; and as 
our anceſtors engaged in their covenant, to all that piety 10- 


4 "+ I: 5 
abe! ſeriptures (2h which,.you kno Lena pr 
we are obliged to confine ourſelves in religious. master: 
| quire: of us as our duty; en all theſe conhderations i it ig quite _ 
plain, that, ere e can make a-new covenant, that. is, one nt 
materially the ſame, with that of aur fathers, we muſt procurg 
a ſet. of new commandments from heaven, of equal authority 


> OY 


2 with thoſe in the bible, which, giving yourſelf all your. uſual - Z 


'F kk vir, you winkt have Baba hs inar babes t9 br 
8 = - * * ** — ad eine at N 1s obs grearcl . 8 
9 i Inſtead of making a proper improvement of this. ady 
F vantage over your adverſaries, you weakly own in a note, that 
4 a ſociety may enter into a covenant materially the ſams with 


y 1 what it had entered into befare.. Indeed-there are: ſeveral | r 
4 in this note +, which indicate that the ſtrongeſt genius cannot 
always maintain an equal flight, But non ege afendur pauat 
y hani fo mn beauties as ſhine in Your perform r 
TP e e eee 
ps The ſcope ”Y it is Raf what no one, as far as I Know, ever. . Es 
namely, That the covenant of our. anceſtors. ought to be repeated, 424 ſworn wor 
tor word. Beſides, it is inconſiderately dropt, that the c-venants of the apoſtolic © 
I | churches were binding upon our anceſtordl much and in the ſame wiy as theits* "7's 
vpon us. So far is this from being fact, that our anceſtors had no mere to: de w 
the covenants of the apoſtolic churches, as cevenants, than with thoſe of the — | 
| F vians. The obligation of divinely approved example i is the ſathe as that of a divine 
command. but very different from that of a covenant. I necd y no more to a man 85 
bol your penetration: Only as it is uſual to impuee the fanits we meet with in the ne © 
ble writers of antiquity to blundering tranferibers, or hal{lcarned pre umptuous et- 
1 tics, fo I imagine ſome blockhead about the printing-oſſice has had a hand ig ahis 
PET ate; fixſt, Becauſe it is unworthy of ſuch a father as you; and, rege Becauſe 
FF the text is perſpicuous enough, 425 really « docs becter v ithont it, 3 2 on 7 ** 
foys nothing ia vain, | N 
.M If this annotation were not already too long 10 hin that. in yout next. — 
80 publication, you ſhou'd roundly affert, that toretiants ought never ta 'be;renemed, © 
1 and that the only time for covenanting is, when a ſet of people agree wy form. them 3 Fi 
ſelves into a ſociety, or when a ſociety, having undergone a kind of & f lation, e- 
| TY bliches itſelf upon a new baſis. A genius, like you, can eafily recen. Wo bis bypotheſts 
38 to al! the examples of covenanting in the old teſtament, As for eſe in "Us new, bs 
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able m_ 
"While I am writ 


{which I admire for its boldneſs), That many who take the bond 
for renewing the covenants among the Antiburghers, ſwear what 
they do not underſtand, is in his opinion groundleſs and not to 
_ purpoſe: Not to the purpoſe, & Becauſe,” ſays he, « It is 

n reflection upon the way in which covenanting is at pre- 


. ſent conducted among the Antiburgbers, and not an argu- 


« 12 againſt preſent covenanting itſelf, which the author 
1 ſeems to aim at; and he might as well argue againſt the 


c Preſent adminiſtration of the Lord's ſupper, becauſe many 


40 participants, he might ſuppoſe, among the Antiburghers, 
ce do not underſtand the nature, uſe and ends 6f that ſacra- 
© ment.” © Groundlefs,” continues he, for, as the lan · 
« guage of the bond is very plain and determinate; a8 1 
e cannot, in charity, believe any one will offer himſelf, of 
« he admitted by any miniſter to ſwear it, without having ma- 
« turely conſidered its meaning and deſign, I cannot fay ever 


4e met with one covenanterigtho was at a loſs to underſtand | 
s it, and 1 have ſome reaſon to think [I fancy he dreamed it] 


«© Mr. Hall never examined one of them.” But Senex is one 
of - theſe ſuperficial minds, who, inſenſible eo the charms of 
your eloqueace, regard nothing but common ſenſe and. com: 


r and eafieft way is to ben no 1 


notice of ſo inſipid a mortal. 
When I am upon miſtakes, I cannot forbear ene 0 a 


very remarkable one of your friend in the cout try, who, doubt · 


leſs, diſplays wonderful acuteneſs and ingenuity, in the pun- 
gent queries which he puts to the Antiburgher miniſters and 
people. He inſinuates that theſe covenanters are great- boaſt+ 


ers. The reverſe, I can afſure him, is fact, for they are the 
moſt pitiful ſpiritleſs creatures alive. Hence never one f 


them makes any figure in the world; and they are the moſt. 


well dens for x fo Fa blemiſhes,” or even me coniler 


ip, in comes an old man, and ade me he 5 
bad been reading your preface. The following obſervation, 


dull unanimated writers that ever handled a feu. To be fa- . 


* "EM _- * 
4 2 n of 
_ 7 * un 
— * 
* 
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T 5 l 


pf SAY lex any than of cate, if he bas a heb of N 


tience ſufficient for it, read Muckarhe's writings, which you, | 


+ clauſe of ſome Burgeſs· oaths, J profeſs and allow with my | 
„. heart the religion preſently profeſſed within this realm, and 
e authoriſed by the laws thereof.” 


6} en to the native dictates of common ſenſe, would, on hear« 


de is a member of the eſtabliſhed church of that nation. In · 
— form him that the Juror is in a ſtate of ſeceſſion from that 


oo Reverend Sir, treat with the contempt they deſerve, or even 


that mean-ſpiri rited acknowledgment of ſins prefixed to the bond. 


| for renewing the covenants. Beyond meaſure extolling hu- 
= mility and felf- denial, for which great geniuſes are never re- 


markable, their conſtant aim is to extinguiſh the nobleſt raſe 
* of the human breaſt, the love of fame. 

Iwill now proceed to touch a little on that noble effort "of 
inventive genius, your comment on the following religious 


A ſtrangep to the arts of diſputation; 4 enough to * 


ing a perſon take this oath in Scotland, be fully ſatisſied that 


church, and I am apprehenſive it would require all your rhe» 


>. torical flouriſhes, and all your metaphyſical refinements to pre- 


vent him from exclaiming with amazement and n De» 
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6 | 1 the oath, and come at its hidden meaning. Your partx 
3 4 have made the important diſcovery, that the ſwearer of the a- 
dove mentioned clauſe does not engage to allow with his heart 


4% Diſregarting, be Suporfecial wht. yon enter deep 


13 * Þ the true religion authoriſed by the laws of the land with all its 


1 eircumflances about it: No, but ftript of many of them *, in the 


ny of the revolution ſettlement; and if he cannot embrace 
® There is ſomething very deep i in this explanation of the religious clauſe, which 


no one ever came at but a Burgher. A perſon of an ordinary underſtanding would be 
hs apt to think that the religion meant in the oath is the religion preſeutly authoriſed by 
the laws of the land; and not that which was authoriſed by them eighty years ago» 
= Sed quid non ſentit amor lucri? | 


N. B. Settling a religion i is quite diſtinct from autberifing it: The one is the tram 


5 * ent act of putting it in a fixed tate, the other che continued . and encourage 
ment of it by the legiſlative power, | . 


T5 
„ 
n Ka 


"= 


| even — of diadiſcrrtienctn withont farther diſcdortling; | 
he may, you and the other caſuiſts of your party aſfure bim, 


tee from · it ſueſ crcanftances as ure diſagrerable ta him, "with 
8 conſcience pare and untainted as the driven ſnow. * 717 26 | 
For the adminiſtrator, if he do. not underſtand it in your 
fenſe, you maintain he is © fool n . aa ger 
che leaſt notice: F 
This, Sir, is really « bold obe, Fey were you to nh 


to others as well as the adminiſtrator, which you might do 
with gun! juſtice, would afford an eaſy and decifive anſwer to 


All the objections which can poſſibly be raiſed to your explana- 
tion of the religious Clauſe; for if every one who does not 
ſee the juſtneſs of it be a non compos mentis, or an ideot, it 
iv quite needleſs for any one, and far leſs for a man of your 
fiblime ſenſe, to take notice of the vagaties l $ deranged: i. 


ination. 
| — wot you bose miarſhalle4, wich ſach adrhirable Hof 
rity, your ſecondlies, and thirdlies, etc. which are often increaſed 
to the confounding number of half a ſcores the ſtrong words 
and phraſes, that fortify every page, are ſo conſpicuous in capi- 


tals; the arguments are all ſuch reſiſtleſs demonſtrations, and 


ſet off with ſuch triumphant exclamations; your whole per- 
formance, in ſhort, makes an appearance 10 formidable, that 


it is a thouſand to one, if any Antiburgher ariſc for half u cen» | 


8 1841 venturous enough to attempt giving it an anſ wer. 


To avoid prolixity, an unpardonable fault in'a letter, I muſt | 


de filent of a great many beauties in your work, which charm- 
ed me in the peruſal; but to give a full enumeration of its ex- 


E = EMencies would be too arduous a tafk for one that approaches 


much nearer to the ſublimity of your aWN genus, than, 


een Your burable fervant, R 1 
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Sm. QA, my friend, how matters go, „ 8 „ 
: You've ſtruck, I hope, the fatal Fer JW? 
At firſt Muckarſie down I threwmz, _ .. + 
But, ah! he roſe; and fought anew. or iN 
Surpris'd at what he ne er before S 
Diſplay dz my courage was no more, . 
I felt my uſeleſs weapons fall, | PROT is 
A death-like paleneſs ſeiz*'d me all. 47 ; 
Loſt, thus, i in terror and in ſhame, TOR 
To me your. wiſn'd aſſiſtance came, 
Call'd back my ſpirits, chear'd my heart, 
And vigour gave to every patt. 
I ſaw, I ſaw your wondrous hand 
Defeat the Antiburgher band; 
Defeat the whole: not only my poor foe, 
Evn G—b and M -n did feel the blow. 
Hall. Ha! Smith, you ha'n't th' ancommen art 


To act ſo delicate a part. 
B | | 85 


E 10 * 

Well vers'd in Ariſtotle's rules, 

FIpeechleſs you might have ſtruck theſe gelb 5 
©: Have fo divided and defin'd, 

As to confound each vulgar mind, I; 

I And prov'd that in and out's the ſame, 

And ſo have gain'd the height of fame. 

But 1 it is not too high praiſe 
Can twiſt a word a thouſand ways; 
Om ſnatch, I hope, without offence, 
A meaning bove the reach of /enſe ; 
Can without reaſon s aid debate, 
Nay, prove a point in reaſon's ſpite. 
| Reaſon and common ſenſe are things, ; 
Which genius while its flight it wings, | 
Regards: not; which but ſuit the mind = | 
That ne'er can reach my wit refin'd. „ 
Surpriſing turns and daring threats | 
Portending ſtill more dreadful feats, 

Satire with dagger hid and ſmile, 
And often Billingſgate fine ſtyle TDA 

Adorn my work, my ſpirit ſhew, 

And filence each audacious foe. 

Sm. Copp ras and galls ſhall ceafe to make our ink 
The precious liquid ypes ſhall ceafe to drink, 
The preſ to go, books to be made ſhall ceaſe; . t 
But thy great name and praiſe ſhall ſtill increaſe. — ; 


1 t Alluding to the defence of S:ceders ſwearing tho burgeſi-ombs 


It is ſaid that bey a great —— nevi aſſembled hi „ 
* delivered himſelf to them 1 in the 9 manner. a : 


=. * => 


Congratulate you, my 1 upon the ſucceſs of For late 
Y ſchemes for the ruin of m—nk—d. I feel the moſt ſen- 


 fGble pleaſure at ſeeing theſe who were once the favourites of 


h————n's king, in ſpite of his partial kindneſs, ſo far alie- 
nated from him as as to vie with ourſelves in contempt of his 
laws, and even to ſurpaſs us in trampling on his proffered fore. ' 
Improved by the experience of more than five thoufand years, 
I know all the various and moſt ſucceſsful methods of working. 
on the human heart. The effects of the meaſures I have taken 
to make men indifferent to 1 = n, to diſpoſe them to treat 
it as a farce, or at beſt, as a ſubject upon whick to diſplay 
their talents for diſputation, may canvince you of the ſound- 
neſs of my politics. The faſhionable part of the worfd have 


already entered ſo entirely into my ſcheme, as to number a 


diſregard of religious ſentiment among the virtues, and toho- : 


nour it with the name of moderation. 


; 


Some time ago, a ſect aroſe in Scotland, who propoſed, 
feeble and inconfiderable as they were, to revive the ancient _ 
warmth of religious zeal : you well remember the apprehenſi- 
ons I expreſſed on that occaſion. . Their efforts were far from 
contemptible; for what they wanted in rank and numbers they 
ſupplied in religious knowledge and active zeal. I ſpent three 
days, as much time as I could ſpare from the multiplicity of 
affairs that require my attention; three days I ſpent, and the . 
intermediate nights i in deep thought, concerting a plan of o- 


perations, which, in the event, has anſwered my moſt ſanguine 


hopes. Faſt was the enthuſiaſtic party increaſing and gather- 

ing ſtrength, when my truly inf——1 ſcheme for dividing and 
ſetting them at variance took effect, put a ſtop to their progreſs, 
and changed the univerſal eſteem with which they were at · 


K 42 75 Y 
| tended into univerſal ridicule, hatred and contempt. How 
wonderfully pleafed was this whole ceuit to fee men famed for 
piety and their ſervices to the king of h——n, pleading the 
cauſe of perjury, and pleading it with an ardour which you | 
yourſelf, M———h, could not exceed. Their intereſted de- 
fence which you, M —n, had the merit of contribut- 
ing a good deal to carry on; their intereſted, 1 tay, and vio- 
lent defence of a B——ſs-0—h has led them to give up ſome 
of their fanftified principles, which had hindered my ſchemes 
from taking with that rigidly bigotted ſeck equally as with the 
bt reſt of mankind. In a ſhort time, my Lords, I hope to ſee 
I - the advocates for the B—-ſs-0—h celebrating, under the ſpe- 
cious names of moderation and mutual forbearance, looſeneſs 
of principle and a cold indifference to religion. 4 
In order to ſhew you that my expectations are not founded, 3 
(for I am by no means a novice in political reaſoning) I will 
point you to ſome of the excellencies of a new publication of 
abr m- r which awaken all my ancient, ambition, 
and the praiſes « which you ſhould teach the rocks and ca- 
verns of h inceſſantly to reſound. 1 5 
This author writes in ſuch a declamatory yle, and perplex- 
ed method as have the moſt native tendeney to throw à miſt 
on the underſtanding, to prevent it from taking an unprejud1- 
ced view of the matter in controverſy, and to lead it into the 
endleſs mazes of error and miſtake. He declaims vehement- 
ly againſt coyenanting; and you are ſenſible, my Lords, how 
prejudicial that practice is to our intereſt, as it reminds peo- 
ple, in ſuch a ſolemn and ſtriking manner, of their obligati- 
ons to the king of h———n, which it is our conſtant aim ta 
make them forget. He pleads for mutual forbearance in mat 
ters known and acknowledged to be ſinful; a principle teem- 
ing with advantages to our k—gd—m. In fine, not to men- 
tion his miſrepreſentation of facts tending to aſperſe the repu- 
tation of his opponents; though, I muſt own, I am highly de- 
lighted to ſee myſelf imitated in that part of my character by 
which I have acquired the title of » z&T1y0g05 r aber, and: 
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10 fee one of theſe holy preachers employ his talents} in the 


propagation of f-—-h—d, the grand, the unfailing ſupport of 4 


'Y our empire; to ſay nothing at all of his haughty confidence in 
his own abilities, though I regard pride as my own moſt genu- 
ine picture, and obſerve with the utmoſt uneaſineſs in any of 


the ſons of men, the ſpiritleſs virtues, ſo pleaſing to the king 
—n, humility and diffiderice; not to take the leaſt 

notice of his oblique hints againſt the conduct of the old 
e rs, who did and ſuffered ſo much to advance the 
intereſts of religion, and ſo often ruined our beſt- concerted 


ſchemes; to paſs over all theſe things and ſeveral others which 


give me pleaſure in profound ſilence, conſider, with exulting 
joy, how plauſibly he proves, that one may, with a conſcience 


| puiltleſs and unſtained, ſwear an oath of general adherence to 2 


any church, while he ſecretly intends an adherence to that 
church in ſome particulars only, which in his mind he muſt + 
carefully diftinguiſh from others in reſpect of which he diſ- 
owns her. This, my noble aſſociates, is the ſame mental re- 

ſervation, which, in the hands of the Jeſuits, contributed ſo 
much to raiſe my glory and increaſe my power, When this 


* gentleman, who, for the ſervices he has already done, deſerves 


a conſiderable premium, undertakes to write again on the 
ſame ſubject, I will diſpatch ſome of our number, who excel 


It in eloquence, to ſupply him with ſuch new ſtores of ſophiſtry, 
and ſuch admirable turns of wit, as will amaze, confound, and 


- totally defeat his adverſaries. 


[ conclude, conjuring you to uſe all your addreſs, to exert 


every effort to foment a diviſive ſpirit among the. profeſ- 


ſors of ch———ty., And at the ſame time, let it be your 


invariable aim to bring them to look upon religious diviſions 


=” as of. ſmall conſequence; and, having gained this point, you 


may eaſily perſuade them, by ſuggeſting proper thoughts, that 
the . int n is all a fable, and controverſies about it 


mere trials of ſkill. Remember divide et impera is the grand 
maxim of inf—] politics. 5 
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The People in Communion with the 
1 B UR GH E RS. 


—. 


3 J ER. 11. 2. Thou ſhalt fone the Lord liveth, in truth, in 
[ { Judgment, and i in righteouſneſs, 


FIL IP. iii. 16. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already at- 


_ let us | walk by the lame Tees let us mind the fame 
thing. 
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5 A Serious 4 D DRE 8 8 to hy People in | Communion 
vil te BURGHERS. 


iF * 
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8 * cauſe i in Which you, my dear brethren, are engag- ; 
ed, appears to me far from being the moſt glorifying to 
God, or the ſafeſt and moſt comfortable to yourſelves, I beg 
leave to take this opportunity to addreſs you with all the ten- 
derneſs of chriſtian friendſhip, earneſtly deſiring your ſerious 
attention, for .a few moments, to the following conſiderations. 

Seriouſly reflect that the taking of the burgeſs-oath, cannot 

be an indifferent thing 7 in itſelf. Every oath is a ſolemn act 
of worſhip, and © a religious declaration, by which a perſon, 
« if he do not ſpeak the truth fincerely and without any ſe» 
« cret reſerve, renounces his intereſt in the divine mercy,-an 
« imprecates upon himſelf the divine vengeance.” * Sure, ſo 
awful a declaration muſt either be a duty, or a flagrant crime. 
And it cannot be indifferent fo you. Every one of you, 
- implicitly at leaft, approves the burgeſs-oath. You are mem- 
ders of a ſociety of which the very foundation is an obſtinate 
defence of that oath. + You are in full communion with thoſe 
who juſtify and practiſe the ſwearing of it. Thus though 
you never, in ſo many words, approve of the oath, you are 
ſtill, if it be unlawful, deeply involved not only in the guilt | 
of juſtifying it, but in that of ſwearing it too. 

That ſwearing the burgeſs-oath is inconſiſtent with 2 ſtate 
of ſeceſſion from the church of Scotland, and conſequently 
unlawful to Seceders, is exceedingly plain rom the dy 
meaning of the words in which it is conceived. 


* Puffendorf, de officio hom, et ciy. lib. i. cap 2, 

\ + When a member of a ſociety ſecretly commits a ſin contrary to the laws of that 
ſociety, it can by no means be juitly charged either on the ſociety, or on any gf its o- 
[F ther members. But reverſe the medal, and ſuppoſe the ſin is publickly committed, and 
allowance given to it by the eſtabliſhed laws of the ſocicty, the guilt, then, which, in 

-the former caſe, was confined to an individual, ſtains the whole ſociety, and r 


1 member. 1 Cor. v. * . * Rev, i. e 


fil 


"a any-one. ſafely proofs and allow with bis, ker he x 
255 of a church with which he cannot hold ix ket th 
Is the religion of Seceders preſently authoriſed by the 
laws of the land? Alas! the laws in fayour of their religion 
re no more. They were buried in the reign of e | 
55 and are 3 now conſigned t. to oblivion. e BM oh 
old, "exclaims | one, the, relig ion of Seceders was ſettled at 
the revolution, and. the laws 25 made in its favour are Lok 
in force, . and. Ril) authoriſe it : 55 
18 it ſo? And how 4 it to be a certain n Hat that their 
E ion has no other living Flag in its favour than the Far 


1 : * 


— 


ares it finſul. 
But, it is denied that EY fame religion as that of Beckers, 
was ſettled at the revolution. 
Preſbyterian church- government, for example: is an impor- 
tant part of the religion of Seceders; but was no part at all 
of the religion ſettled at the rerolution: C for 1 in the act of 
ſettlement, that kind of government is conſidered as ſome- 
thing diſtinct from the true 1 religion, and eonſe· 
quently no part of it. 


Were he called to an account for his minds, he might lead upon his right as 
2-man and a good member of fociety to his rehgious as well as civil liberties ; but he 
could not plead upon the law of toleration, which it is plin does hot ſuit bis caſe : 
fer that Jaw ſuppoſes that all who are to enjoy the benefit of it, are willing to aceept 
of tole ration in the ſenſe. it determines; a condition which he is ſo far from comply- 
ing with; that he profeſſes to teſtify againſt it, as one of the grounds of God's. con- 
troverſy with the land. a 

1 The words of the act are, The King and queen's 8 majeſſies conceive it to be 
10 their duty to ſettle and ſecure in the kingdom the tru? proteſta nt religion, according 
to the word of God as it hath of 4 long time been profeſſed within this land. 49 
« ALSO, the g0verament of Chriſt's chureh within this nation, agreeable to the werd 
* of God, and moſt conducive to the advancement of true piety and godlineſs, and 

* the eff:blifling of peace and tranquillity within this realm,” ft may be obſerved, 
the civil power eſtabliſhed the true proteſtant religion 1 all the three nations; but 
presbyterian church- government in onc of them only. That power, then, muſt tave 
coaſi lered them as quite diſtiuct. 8 . 


| of an oath require, in tt 


that ſ weareth and doubteth is damned * . Confeiciice, my friends, 


9 | 
\y * 5 
* 


- 


4 in, that national I. e o or ſwearing allegi tance 


to our divine ſovereign, * 1 focial way, is the” duty of 
RE is a "principle that a very diſtinguited plack in 


the religion of Seceders; *. had none at all i in that ſektled 


at the reyolution. .. ka | the act of ſettlement, the confeſſion, 
faith, and preſbyterian government, are mentioned and! ratifi 
ed; ha with regard to covenanting there is not 4 ſyllable; 


Behides, the chur ch' at the revolution, neither if about cove: A 


nanting themſelves, nor even approved, by any particular aff 
of aſſembly⸗ the covenanting of their fathers in the period be- 
tween 1638 and 16 503 A eonvineing proof that, whatever 
ſome particular members might do, the church in general 
ad not look upon covenanting as a part of the true religion.“ 


mn } 


_ . 


But, granting that the religion of Seceders was ſettled 


5 the revolution, it does not follow, that it is the religio 
preſently profeſſed, and authoriſed by the laws of the land? for 
the innovations, which have been introduced, fince the revoluii? 


on- ſettlement, into the religion of the church of Scotland, 
are as much authoriſed by the laws of the land, a8 tat ſettle> 
ment itſelf; patropage is as legal as preſbytery,. Es 

'To inſiſt | no farther on this point, conlider Aa a ridicu 
lous farce it is, for a magiſtrate” ſolemnly to adminifter this 


oath, in preciſely the ſame” terms, to two perſons, the one i 


a member of the eftabliſhed church, who confiders it as o. 
bliging him to continue in communion with that church, the 
other 2 Seceder, ho conſiders it as binding him to maintain 
the true religion i in a ſtate of ſeparation from the fame ctvreh: 
conſider how amazingly abſurd it is to ſuppoſe that wo much 


perſons may take the burgeſs- -oath, not only in differe "ms but - 


in oppoſite ſenſes, and yet both take it, as the nature and eld 
ſenſe of the adminiſtrato r 

_ Theſe conſiderations, if they do not convince, edu hartz 
fail of bringing you to heſitate ar leaſt, as to the Yawſulneſs bf the 
burgels-oath, and remember (it is à dictate of infpitarion)* 


Wache, Horcfbagt 
+ Rom, xiv, 23. II : 
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| Sa delicate Wr © you tamper. with. 1 to. 1 it Wem 
your intereſted ſchemes, you muſt expect, to meet, one day, 
om: its ſevereſt reproaches. 

But as facts uſually ſtrike - more than the LD 


1 ſhall now mention ſome of the direful effects, of, the attach- 


/ 


{#6 


net 


ment of your party to the burgeſs-oath. 
Reflect on the mournful rupture. The ſeceding body was 


i in the moſt flouriſhing ſituation. Warm with zeal for the in- 


tereſts of religion, they exhibited an example of chriſtian love 
and chriſtian virtue ſo fair, that it commanded the eſteem and 
admiration even of their enemies. Their united and vigorous 
efforts were in a fair way to bring about a reformation both in 
morals and in religion. . 

But, alas, how ſoon did the bolbme which promiſed ſuch 
divine fruit, wither and die away! In one fatal hour, their u- 
nity was deſtroyed, their mutual love gave place to a ſpirit of 
animoſity, and their zeal degenerated i into party-rancour. What 
was the hateful cauſe of all this? An inconſiderate attachment | 
to the burgeſs-oath. _ 

The Antiburghers could by no means hrriouradly abandon 
the eauſe in which they were engaged: They could not, in 
conſcience, give poſitive. allowance even ſor a moment to a 


practice which they judged highly criminal. 


But the caſe of your party was all the reverſe. 
They never once. pretended that it was ſinful to forbear tak- 
ing the burgeſs· oath. How /afely, then, and eaſily might they 
have acquieſced in difallowing the practice, till the lawfulneſs 
of it ſhould appear in a fairer light, and ſo have prevented the 
rupture with its various attendayt evils? 

A zealous adherence to a teſtimony for the covenanted re- 
formation of our pious anceſtors, was once the characteriſtick 
and the glory of Seceders, But your party have not only d.ſ- 
eovered a cold indifference to that teſtimony, but in ſome in- 
ſtances bave oppoſed it. Say, ſome ſenſible, but diſintereſted 
ſpectator, what has been the occaſion of this? What but an 
Immoderate orachment to the burgeſs c 


he wonders of redeeming grace and dying 8 love. 


Þ i 


” This fed War miniſters to write in "Favour of 'the read | 
on⸗fettlement, which the affociate preſbytery had eondeninied ++ 


" as defective and falling ſhort of the reformation attained in the | 


period between 1638 and 16 50; and even to go the | 
of charging the ſeceding teſtimony which they had W 65 
ſpouſed, with various falſehoods and miſtakes. 

Vour neglect, too, of the duty, of covenanting is a at 
conſequence of that attachment. The inconfiſtency between 
the ſeceding bond for renewing the covenants, and the Þur- 
gels: oath was too glaring to be palliated; Tour miniſter 


| therefore, were obliged to give up either that bond, or their 


favourite object. How great a ſhare intereſt and paſſion had 
in directing their choice the impartial world may judge. 
Again, let us turn our attention: 2 little to > the ſtate of reli- 
gion among Seceders. 1 
Let us take part in their ſocial interviews. Bis little is 
their converſation ſeaſoned with the reviving name of Jelus! 
Sometimes, indeed, they gratify their diſputing humour in 
talking about ſome of the moſt circumſtantial parts of religion; 


and venting their ſpleen againſt their neighbours; but ſeldom 


do they feel their hearts burn within them, while they recount 
| 00 


Let us viſit their families. There it is pleaſing to ſee the 
blooming beauty of the riſing plants; but, alas! it is mourn- 


ful to obſerve how much, as they grow, they ſtill incline to 


the faſhionable follies of the age; how ſtrong their averſion is 
to the ſingularity of religion; and how little regard they diſ- 
cover to the religious teſtimony of their fathers. - The parents 
themſelves, deeply tainted with the indiffcrency of the times, 
and ambitious rather of being like other honeft people, than of 
the character of zealous Seceders, or even of zealous Chriſtians, 
are highly ſatisfied in having given their offspring ſuch an e- 


ducation as may enable them to get money and figure in the 


world; an education of which religion is no eſſential part. 


At laſt it is time to turn out the youth, who has been ſo long 
learning his part, to puſh his fortune and do what ſeemeth right 
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FE n eyes. Vier Ne. entering en the ſtage of "4 
flu abel with hopes, conſcious of his powers, 1 

Pole b | 
Tbus, unleſs Providence interpoſe, the Feeding, whey, v1 Wl 
lie with the preſent generation. 2 
Nlay not all this be imputed, in a great mealnfes to the 
reaſonable. and. blind attachment of Fo uf. to. the 3 
gath? Wd hs INES 

It is well known 3 before the rupture, 55 as has 

been ſhewn, by a violent paſſion for that.oath z before that di 
aſtrous event, love, zeal, and courage for the cauſe of Chrif 
med the character, and governed the whole conduct of 82 
ceders. It ſeemed to be their only care. to tranſmit pure and 
undiminiſhed to late poſterity, the er for an ee. 
cal and covenanted religion. 
The rupture, and the various malignant conſequences of it, 
1 not only expoſed that teſtimony to the ridicule of its ene- 
mies, but have weakened the hands, ſunk the pe and INF 
much abated the affection of its friends. 

Now, ſerious Chriſtians, can you ſee the church. _ your os 
vinely compaſſionate Saviour rent in pieces, the covenants. of 
your pious fathers diſregarded, the teſtimony, for a covenanted 
reformation oppoſed, and even praclical religion going to de- 
cay? Can you take a ſerious view of all this, and yet approve 
of an attachment to the burgefs-oath, which has been in o 
great a degree the baveful cauſe of all : Pot gh. 1 47 


200 


P. 8. No notice has ** 3 in = CI addreſs, 95 1 
that great object of the popular outcry, the excommunication. 
Thougb, if an invincible obſtinacy aaded to perjury. (for in that 
light the Antiburghers regarded the taking of the burgeſs · oath 
by Seceders;) if the/e were not ſufficient grounds for the high- 
eſt eccleſiaſtical cenſure, it is extremely hard to lay what 1 is a 
ſufficient ground . 

The phraſe delivered up to Satan * * is far from being | ſo ter- 


. * The words uſed in the great er excommunieation. The Aifſerenge between 


e 
R 
3 
i 
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3 H & 7 
ack; ia its import as ft is generally Rs" Te any ; 
fies the being deprived of the preſervation from the temas © 
ons of that enemy, which © communion” with the chufeh of 
Chriſt, and the enjoyment. of its privileges afford; and this 
deprivation is for the moſt benevolent purpoſes that can enter 
into the heart of man, Jar the daſtruction of the flefb,” ind the 
mortifying of pride, an inveterate part of corrupted nature, fc 
the ſubduing of which the great apoſtle himfelf found the buf⸗ 
fettings of Satan neceſſary,” 2 Cor. xii. 7. &c. that the. unte- . 
generated, being duly hümbled under a ſenſe of his fin, ma 
be brought into a ſtate of- ſalvation; and that the cenſured who 0 
is already in that happy ſtate, may, by an open and undif- 


| fembled repentauce, evidence himſelf to have" the Nuk of 


thoſe who ſhall be Javell in the day of the Lord Feſut. Fu 
A chriſtian friend, who has the welfare of religion, and of 
theſe to whom the above addreſs i is made, very much at heart; 


| begs leave to take this opportunity of reminding them, that as 


ſocial covenanting, whenever it has been practiſed according 
to the divine rule, has. had the happieſt effects; as it evident- 
ly tends to rouſe People from a liſtleſs indiferency about reli-. © 


gion, and to animate them to a zealous exertion of them 
ſelves for the honour of their divine Sovereign and Saviour, 


and therefore is Highly requiſite in this thoughtleſs agez on 
theſe accounts, he is certain that, by the neglect of {6 ſes- 
ſonable a duty, they deeply injure their own ſouls, and the 


cauſe of religion, and earneſtly deſires ey Er take the 1 2 


ter into ſerious conſideration. 
I cannot conclude without hinting that the abſurd Shak 


nomenon of difſenters turning burghers is one of the molt 


ſtriking inſtances that has ever been given, of the caprice of 
this and the leſs excommunication ſeems to be hs following, The latter de- 
clares the offender caſt out of the & e church : the former, in the caſe of obſtinacy, 
declares the conjequence of that ejeftion, namely, being deprived of the diſtinguiſhing pre- 

ſervation from Satan which the members of the viſible church enjoy, or it pronounces. 
the obſtinate offender externally in the ſame (tate as an heathen man and a publican.. 


b - — 2 N 5 2 Tbeſe a 1 * nee of: a Sand which the elt deferibes with - 


— nf xc ms 5 who are 8 b to Be 
Not that they. may be taught what they call the eſſentials of 
chtiſtianity, which, doubtleſs, are purely preached by ſereral dif- 
e miniſters not, as the Burghers i in Scotland n might 
to be delivered from patronage and violent intrufons, 
Chick, have no place among diener, but — to gratify 4 
a ſor novelty and change f. The truth is, they only take 
2 faney. to. bear the Burghers, and leave their own miniſters, 
Whoſe conduct, they are obliged, to own, 13 inoffenſive, and in 
Whoſe dyctrine they cannot point out one error. Ah! thoughts 
Jes. creatures, you know not what a labyrinth of contradifti- 


I= you enter into, when you enroll, od 


| with the ſeceding ſwearers of the. burgeſs. bath. So 
5 8 * — V. B. Should 1 wiſe Sacher, Male bim lelf Ualtepe . | 
| ng the. members of the affociate. ſynod has had a hand in 
1 he is deſired to change his faith in this Ars 
e and n that none of them faw it, till i it came from 
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" mitablebeay 4 Nothing can with more propticty exprefs the ſubrle ar- 


1 E 1 | " Uiſice of falle te. 20. y people from the way of truth than the viewleſs wind; or 


the iofloence theu "ifice has on weak minds, than the cffeQts bid nn a 
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